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Classification Decision: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 16 years. 

Display conditions: 

Section 27 

The publication must be publicly displayed only in a sealed package 
AND 

when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication must 
be shown on any package in which the publication is kept. 

Descriptive Note: 

Nil 

• • 

Direction to issue a label has been given on Not Applicable 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

This publication deals with adult themes of a homoerotic nature. It has recognised artistic and 
cultural merit and is a catalogue for an art exhibition. 

One particular image, “Glory Hole,” stands apart from the others presented in the catalogue, 
by its degree of explicitness. This image heavily implies sexual activity by showing the results 
of sexual action, presenting ejaculate on a man’s lace, and his hand holding an erect penis. 
Whilst not depicting actual sexual activity, the image does present the results of male to male 
sexual interaction. However, the impact of this image is somewhat reduced by the fact that the 
man’s gaze is focused upwards and away from the penis. The man’s pose draws the viewer 
to the man’s eyes, then to follow his line of vision. This somewhat reduces the emphasis of the 
portrayal upon the results of sexual interaction. 

The Classification Office is of the view that the publication should not be made available to 
younger members of the community. This is due to the explicitness of this image and the 
presentation of themes that combine sexual images with images of implied harm It is therefore 
considered any likely injury would be reduced by the publication being restricted to persons 
who have attained the age of 16 years. 
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